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Abstract

Rayong’s Cultural History and Historic Routes Project

Assistant Professor Kannika Suteerattanapirom, Ph.D.

Pira Venunan, Ph.D.

The project aims to explore historical development of Rayong Province through cultural heritage
sources in the Rayong River Basin. A survey of various archaeological and historical evidence in the area

could identify Rayong’s four main historical stages as follows;

1. Rayong in the prehistori ri
The prehistoric settlements have so.far-only-been-found in the mountainous areas of Khao Chamao

— Khao Wong located north of the Prasae River.

2. Rayon ring the pre-Angkorian and Angkorian peri
The evidence of probable/Khmer/influence in this area includes the architectural remains at Sra

Moo and stone sculptures dated to the 7th=,9th Buddhist centuries.

. Rayong in the A ri
In the early Ayutthayan period; Rayong had'srown into a major. port city exporting regional goods:
sandalwood, ivory, resin, ingredients_used in medicine and “Kapi® (shrimp paste). The city later became
more important during the fall of the Ayutthayan Kingdom-as. it 'was located-along the routes King Taksin
traveled before winning Siam’s independence from-the Konbaung army. This is'evidenced by the ancient

fortress features marked in‘one of the. old. maps.

4. Rayong in the Thonburi in peri
The city had maintained its rote as.a port. city whose famous goods included timber, shrimp paste
and pepper. In the reign of King Rama V, Rayong was under the administration of Monthon Chantaburi and

Monthon Prachinburi before becoming a province in 1933.



