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Abstract

Role of religioned leaders with the traditional negotiation of the Pwo Karen ethnic group:

Case study of community in Kaen Makrut Sub-District, Ban Rai District, Uthai Thani Province
Tanteera Yimamnuay

The ethnic identity is the expression the traditional character which is a symbol of the group’s
common cognitive. This article aims to present the management of the ethnic identity of the Pwo Karen
ethnic group as they use as a mechanic to negotiate and defense from the government pressure and
capitalism under the rule of the National Reserved Forest Act, which was controlled by the sovernment
officer and the forcing of the market economy. The religioned leaders of the Pwo Karen community
are the monk, who is a Buddhism leader, and Chao Wat whois the leader of the old believe that
strict with the ethic of Buddhism.«The monk creates-and recovers.some rites and ceremony while
Chao Wat is the one who stricts'and-adjusts the'rules in tradition and ceremony that consistent with
social experience, simple traditional expression,/and also strict with.the previous attitude of the ethnic
group of the religioned leader. Therefore, this is-the creation of ethnic identity strength dynamically

and can be a tool to negotiate with the power above compromisingly.
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