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Abstract

Learning Space at Bumrungchat Sassana Yathai

Putsadee Rodchareon

The concept of education, as defined by UNESCO at the international conference on “The World Ed-
ucation Crisis” in 1967, includes the formal and non-formal learning. Non-formal education is recognised as
“the systematic management of learning activity outside the structural framework of formal education, with an
aim to serve both adults and youths”. The Section 15 of the National Education Act B.E. 2542 describes non-for-
mal education as an education without fixed forms and organisational structures with the purpose of providing

basic knowledge and skills for citizens of all ages.

Influenced by these defined characteristics of out-of-classroom.idea, both governmental and private
sectors have opened various learning.spaces-such as Thaitand.Creative & Design Center (TCDC), Thailand
Knowledge Park (TK Park), Museum Siam, Bangkok’Art.and Culture Centre.(BACQ).

Bumrungchat Sassana Yathai was established by Mr.Waan Rod-Muang, the Thai traditional pharmacist,
whose profession spanned from the reigns of King Rama\-to-Present. During his active years, his routines
included diagnosis of patients coming from-various social,backgrounds, construction of drug formularies,
and compounding. These practices that have still been carried-on by the current fourth generation. Praised
by a long history and exceptional architecture-of the store, Bumrungehat Sassana Yathai has been honoured

by various institutions, including The'Architectural Conservation Award 2014-

Considering its eventful past together with'local-history.-of ‘neighbourhood, Bumrungchat Sassana
Yathai, though being a Thai traditional pharmacy, can also berecognised as‘another space to promote out-
of-school learning activity and local museum, especially-for the history of the practice of Thai traditional
medicine and this part of Old Bangkok. The-stories.can.colourfully and thoroughly be narrated and learned

through both architecture and objects.
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