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Abstract

Iron production in lower Northeast Thailand:

revisiting the remains from the perspective of archaeometallurgical approach

Pira Venunan

Borisut Boripon

In the context of the archaeology of Iron Age in lower Northeast Thailand (the fifth century BC - the
fifth century AD), iron production has long been considered a contributing element for emergent social
complexity. The evidence for the production, particularly slag, has been widely documented associated
with ancient settlements. However, previous investigations and interpretation on the production have largely

overlooked the complexity of iron technology as well as-other concerned issues.

To tackle this issue, 32/iron.production-related:sites in Buriram and Surin Provinces were investigated
using archaeological and archaeometallurgical approaches. This.aimed to.examine the issues of date, spatial

pattern, and production activities.

This paper is an attempt to.raise an-awareness of the complexity and limitation of data concerning
ancient iron production and their implications that influence the analysis and interpretation of production
remains. The concerned issues include-the lack of direct dating-on-production remains, the need to properly
identify the production remains (smelting vs-forging-of objects), spatial organisation of production, and

technological variation of iron. production.
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