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Abstract

History of the blind area in Thonburi : Bang Sakae Catholic Community

Poom Putimahtama

This article focuses on the the evolutionary structural change of the area and the social development
of Our Lady of Lourdes Church, Bang Sakae, proposing that the land reclamation of the church at the end
of the reign of King Rama V was the vision of the Catholic clergy and nobles of Western descent in Siam
who wanted to expand the Catholic community area from the Holy Rosary Church (Calvaire), Talad Noi,
Bangkok to Thonburi in order to support the development of the construction of the Khlong San-Mahachai
Railway Line. The location of this Catholic community,-as pioneered, was a beautiful garden area that is
adjacent to Ton Sai Canal and the station of the new railway line.which facilitates convenient traffic. Although
the establishment of Christian groups.inBang-Sakae was not:successful at.that time, but later, after being
used as a refuge for the Pacific War of Christians from Bangkok, this-village grew rapidly from the network
of the Holy Rosary Church’s Chinese Catholic. At the same time, the expansion of modern urban society in
the late 1950s to the late 1960s that focused on road development caused the garden area reduced. The
canal that had been used as the main thoroughfare has lost importance. Our Lady of Lourdes Church village
is gradually surrounded by fast-growing commercial buildings but there:s no road for cars to access, resulting
in being seen as a blind land as a barrierto physical-development. But on the other side such a blind area
like this, resulting in the way of being-a Christian-village-in'the 2500s. still existed, especially the prominent
role in the social work of the new. generation at that time that-has-been instilled in the idea of developing
society and the influence of ideas from the movement “Catholic Action” ,which is important to the faculty
of Catholic laborers and the'Legion. of-Mary, (eading-the foundation for other social work groups of the
village that grew later. This has become a force that-helps preserve the‘social value of the village as well
as having a local leading role in finding-solutions to the problems-caused by the development of the city
with material prosperity only on the one side of the government. Although this area is considered as blind
area, if people penetrate beneath the surface of what they physically see, they will gain in depth knowledge
of this place in terms of value of this precious land as it stands as a living community that faces many

challenges in this large city.



