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Abstract

Tham Khao Luang cave and related sites:

The Development as a Historical and Cultural Leaning Center

Associate Professor Dr. Rungroj Thamrungraeng
Assistant Professor Dr. Achirat Chaiyapotpanit
Associate Professor Dr. Patsaweesiri Preamkulanan

Department of Art History, Faculty of Archeology, Silpakorn University

The research has three primary purposes as follows;

1. To learn the importance of Tham Khao Luang cave and related sites in different contexts,
particularly through beliefs and royal affairs-during the reigns-of King Rama IV and King Rama V.

2. To grasp the needs, problems, difficulties and information-provided by relevant public sectors,
e.g. Thong Chai Subdistrict Administrative-Organization, the 1st-Regional Office of Fine Arts Department
Ratchaburi and Boontavee Temple, aswell as related individuals and tourists, in‘order to lay down guidelines
for the development of Tham Khao Luang'cave as-a-historical and cultural learning center.

3. To apply the gained knowledge to the production of documents and learning materials, as well
as activities organized with:pertinent-agencies, in order that Tham Khao Luang cave and related sites can

become a sustainable learning center.of history and culture.

The study reveals that Tham Khao Luang cave and related places have served as significant sacred
places of worship since the early Ayutthayan period. In‘the Rattanakosin Era, their relation with kings and
the royal house of Chakri was evidenced as King-Rama I, along with King.Rama'V and royal members, paid
royal visit to the cave making a personal-merit, building. and.restoring inside permanent structures. The cave
houses Thailand’s most Buddha statues cast by kings-and-royal families.Moreover, it is a popular destination

for both Thai and foreign notable persons-to visit.

Therefore, the research team find Tham Khao Luang cave and related sites suitable to be promot-
ed as a historical and cultural learning center. The following step of the research is the preparation of
several learning materials which are fundamental to educational resources. The team has collected infor-
mation from tourists, the general public and personnel from relevant agencies or organizations, to gain
existing fundamental knowledge and seek their opinion on possible forms of publication before selecting
five types of media: pamphlets, books, online videos, infographics and the educational Facebook page “Khao

Luang: the Precious Legacy of Ratchaburi.”



After being released through different channels and delivered to responding agencies for public use,
all media receive an evaluation indicating that users have been provided with better information about
Tham Khao Luang cave and associated locations in its historical and cultural context, have more interest
to visit the cave and consider all types of publication exceedingly sufficient for promoting the sites as a
historical and cultural learning center. Furthermore, they are useful for the related agencies and adminis-
trations, i.e., Thong Chai Subdistrict Administrative Organization, Boontavee Temple (Tham Glab Temple),

the 1st Regional Office of Fine Arts Department Ratchaburi and the National Museum Phra Nakhon Khiri.

In conclusion, the research has delved into the historical and cultural importance of Tham Khao
Luang cave and its associated sites. The result is used to produce diverse educational press for a trial use
which has ultimately proved suitable for promoting a learning center for history and culture by user inter-

views.
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