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Abstract

The Role of the Venerable Maudagalyayana and that of the Venerable Maleyya
as Appearing in Buddhist Literature: A Comparative Study

Assoc. Prof. Dr. Praphat Chuvichean

The objective of this research paper is to study the role of the Venerable Maudagalya_yana, a Great
Disciple of the Buddha, and the Legendary Venerable Maleyya in Buddhist literary works, particularly in the
Mahavastu Avadana, the Maleyyadevattheravatthu and the Ma_Leyyavatthudi_pani_—ti_ka_. From the study, it was
found that the Venerable Maudagalyayana (Mahamoggallana in the Pali Tripitaka) was defined in the
Mahavastu Avadana’s text as a magical person who was able to travel to both hell and heaven. His significant
role was to transmit what he had learned-fromhis journey to-human beings in the world so that they would
know how to make merit and avoid-sin..In the Mahavastu Avadana, hell was described explicitly as being
divided into eight levels. On the‘other hand, heavenwas mentioned-only briefly. According to his teachings,
heaven is not the ultimate goal-of human beings/toachieve as it is not a'sustainable place to live eternal-
ly. Human beings, in his belief, should rather make-greater effort to attain Nirvana. Likewise, it has been
proposed that the Venerable Maleyya’s téxt originatedin Sri/llanka: It-was composed to be a text for teach-
ing Buddhist doctrine. The Venerable-Maleyya did net exist in-this original version but was developed in the
later version in particular in the Burmese and Lanna versions. In the Lanna version, the Venerable Maleyya
was a monk in Sri Lanka, He claimed to have the-magical power tojourney to both hell and heaven as did
the Venerable Mahamoggallana. His role was-also like a’miessenger who told-the relatives of those in the
hell to make merit for them, or informed the world what merit those living.in/heaven have received. The
plot of the Maleyyadevattheravatthu focused on heaven/more than hell 'and added the other important
role of the Venerable Maleyya regarding worshiping the Ctlamant pagoda inTavatimsa heaven with lotuses,
meeting Indra, and having a conversation with-Maitreya, who was expecting to attain enlightenment. These
differences constituted the two story-lines..In-terms of the-implications for Thai society, it was found that
the story of the Venerable Maleyya has been used for teaching people not to commit sin but to make
merit in any situation. It has also been developed to be easier to read and understand since the Sukhothai
period. Its influence has been found in many Thai traditions such as sermons and prayers in the funeral
wreaths, the tradition of the Vessantaraja_taka sermon, creative paintings, sculptures of the Venerable r\/\a_leyya,
etc. The significant influence of the Venerable Maleyya is the existence of belief in heaven and hell, even

though in present times this belief has decreased slightly.
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