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Abstract

The Impersonal Verbs in French : Constructions and Meanings

Sudarat Buddhapong

French has a type of verb called impersonal verbs (les verbes impersonnels): verbs used only with
third person singular subject “il” that does not refer to anyone. This kind of verb can be divided into two
categories: (1) verbs strictly used with “il” impersonal, found in some verbs and verbal expressions and (2)
verbs used with both “il” personal and impersonal, found in some verbs and constructions. To communicate
correctly, the user needs to memorise the form and particular meanings of these verbs. Although the im-
personal verb in active form, passive form, and/or pronominal verb with passive meaning shares the same
meaning with other forms, it is a higher standard construction..To use impersonal verbs, the selection can
be based on the element that is considered important and the occasion that relates to the language level.

Also, the translation of “il” impersonal from French'to Thai should be taken into consideration.
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